
A Look Backé 
 
May 31, 1976 ð 
Rex B. Clark born in 
Detroit, Michigan.  
 
Sept 4, 1901 ð 
Rex B. Clark 
marries Grace M. 
Scripps, youngest 
daughter of 
newspaper founder 
James E. Scripps  
 
1920 ð 
Clark p urchases 600 
acres north of 
Corona, California. 
His development 
company, The Norco 
Corona Land 
Company holds title 
to another 4,400 
acres.  
 
May 11, 1923 ð The 
Beacon, a towering 
promotional light 
atop Norcoõs most 
prominent peak 
shines for the first 
time.  
 
May 13, 1923 ð 
òNorcoó opens for 
business.  Thousands 
gather at the dirt 
road crossing of 6 th   
Street and Hamner 
Avenue to eat roast 
beef and ice cream, 
listen to a marching 
band and maybe 
purchase a dream 
ranch for $500.00.  
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      Founders Day Celebration  
  On May 9, 10 and 11 the Lake Norconian Club Foundation will host a 

        celebration of Norcoôs eighty-fifth birthday.  Activities will include a 

  Cowboy Swing Dance, Pancake Breakfast, Historic Ranch Tour, Norco 

  School Alumni gathering, past Norco Queen and her court re-union  

  and a first ever trail  ride around historic Lake Norconian.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Norconian  
             

 

      Happy Birthday  

On May 13, 2008, Norco turns 85 years old.  In 1920, Rex B. Clark purchased a 

failed agriculture community known as ñOrchard Heightsò.  From 1920 until early 

1923, Clarkôs development company, The North Corona Land Company under 

the supervision of ñCaptainò Cuthbert Gully, installed water wells and distribution 

lines, laid and named roads, planted trees, built a manufacturing center and 

sponsored a terrible company baseball. On May 13, 1922, ñNorcoò was officially 

dedicated and was already an agricultural center to be reckoned with; exporting 

poultry, eggs, rabbits, melons, walnuts, onions, all bearing the ñNorcoò brand. 
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Founding Fathers .  C. 1922, Rex Clark (5

th

 from left) stands with early 

pioneers of Norco in the middle of one of many well - producing lettuce 
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